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CRYSTAL PALAGE stand proudly 
astride the First Division. 

That's a tribute to Terry Venables and 
chief coach Alan Harris, and a lesson to every 
club in England, 

The most accom­
plished home-grown 
team since the Busby 
Babes 20 years ago, 
Palace are the product 
almost exclusively of 
intelligent coaching from 
schoolboy level. 

I t is no coincidence that 
those other outsiderr., Nor­
wich a n a r a m p a g r i n g ' 
Wolves, are also a t the 
forefront wi th the enlight­
ened m a n a g e m e n t of John 
Bond and J o h n Barnwell . 

Coaching has been given 
a bad name only by bad 
coaches. 

With proper coachmg 
from the age of 15, players 
such as Mike Channon 
and Trevor Francis, wi th 
the ir outstanding natural 
talents , would "probably 
h a v e stood unrivalled 
among the great players of 
Europe. 

Venables and Harris, 
kids together a t Chelsea, 
h a v e wi th he lp from 
England youth t e a m coach 
J o h n Cartwright (ex-
Paiace) produced a t e a m 
which genuinely compares 
w i t h Busby's i l l-fated 
heroes. 

Old stagers will argue 
t h a t Edwards, Charlton, 
VioUet, Taylor and Colman 
played with more flair, but 
football t h e n was less in­
hibited by m a s s e d , 
organised, exceptionally fit 
defences. 

And it is a myth that the 
Babes were not coached. 
J i m m y Murphy. Busby's 
r ight h a n d m a n , spent 
hours with Bobby Charlton 
persuading h i m to play the 
short ball w h e n i t was 
"on ," instead of t h o s e 
searing, crowd-pleasing 40-
yarders. 

Each t e a m benefited 
from only two big transfers 
—Berry and Taylor, 

Terry Venables . . . 
a master coach 

Francis and Flanagan. 
Perhaps we shal l never 
again see the like of the 
Babes, second only to Real 
Madrid even in their un ­
fulfilled youth. 

But Palace, wi th t h e h 
years of maturity sti l l 
ahead, can be satisfied t h a t 
they are following with dis­
t inct ion in illustrious foot­
steps. 

My political commenta­
tor colleague George Gale 
has said that £ 1 msUioa 
transfers are nonsense. I 
doubt if Wolves agree, w i th 
two more goals from Andy 
Gray in the toppling of 
Arsenal. 

As I said the other day, 
such transfers make sense 
if the player is stepping 
into a team, such as Barn­
well's which is already 
stable and well-knit. 

Witb matches nowadays 
capable of earning six 
figure sums, a Gray or a 
Trevor Francis makes sense 
when allied to sound man­
agement . 

And talking of transfers, 
how long before Terry 
Neill and Don Howe co-aie 
round to accepting- t h a t 
Arsenal's potential t it le-
winning t e a m is cont inu­
ally being undermined by 
an inadequate back f o u r ? 
T h e situation has been 
camouflaged for too long 
by Pat Jennings . 

DAVID MILLER 
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H IT IS going to be the 
tightest League title race 
In football history. 

g SIX teams are lead­
ing the. way at the top of 
the First Division: they 
ail won on Saturday . . i 
and are covered by a 
single point. 

B CAN the Super Six 
last the pace? Express 
Anaysiis gives you the 
Monday, mbrhing verdict. 

SPECIAL BRANCH men 
w h i s p e r e d into walkie-
talkies and u n i f 0 r m c d 
officers cordoned off the 
Marble Hall. 

"Wao WOLVES manager John 
Barnwell g o i n g to extreme 
lengths to guarantee A n d y 
Gray's safe exit from Highbury? 

N o , t h e s e c u r i t y n e t w o r k w a s 
n o t f o r t h e £ 1 * m i l l i o n s t r i k e r , 
t w o - g o a l • s t a r o"f Wolves ' s 3-7-2 
d e f e a t o f ARSENAL. . 

It was s imply t h a t former Rhodes ian 
Prime Minister I a n S m i t h had chosen 
to spend an afternoon's relaxation a t 
Highbury. 

Y e t no one could blame Barnwel l if 
he was to take the h int and hire some 
bodyguards for Gray, because Andy's 
goal power .could be a deciding factor 
in w h a : is going to be one of the 
t ightest title races in history. 

Enormous 
If I was in Barnwell 's shoes, I'd 

cosset Gray in .cot ton wool and un­
wrap h im only en match days. 

T h e 23-year-old Scot condemned 
Arsenal to defeat wi th two goals rich 
in quality, and then confessed: " I ' m 
not iiiUy fit yet.". 

Arsenal manager Terry Neill's ver­
dict was ;• '• He looked o n l y half fit 
. . . t h a n k goodness ! " 

Gray, who' carries h i s enormous 
price tag with great humil i ty , s a i d : 
"Everytl i ing t h a t is happening to me 
right now is a bonus because I'm still 
going through a rehabil i tation s tage 
and my right knee is not as strong as 
I'd like it to be. • 

" I know the pressure is o n me 
because of my history of injuries. 

EXPRESS ANALYSIS 1. .CAN THE$E LEADERS | 

"I 'm not suggest ing I'll go the 
season without gett ing injured again. 
That's not likely, because of the way I 
play. B u t I'm just hoping the cartilage: 
type of injuries are n o w behind m e 
because I've had e n o u e h of those to 
last a lifetime." 

Wolves are a very good side. Wi th 
Gray and John Richards i n tandem, 
there will be enough goals. B u t if they 
are to remain real chal lehgys for 
honours, they will have to t i g h t e n a 
defence in which E m l y n Hughes looked 
extremely vulnerable. 

K e n n y Hibbitt and Gray gave 
Wolves a 2—0 interval lead before 
Fi-ank Stapleton raised Arsenal hopes 
wi th a neat goal. 

B u t Gray struck again, only for t h e 
inspirational J o h n Holl ins to se t off a 
late Arsenal rally wi th a s tunn ing 30-
yard goal. 

OUCH! Jimmy Case cops it 
from Forest's Frank Gray 

the big ditch 
CALL IT t h e s e v e n - m a t c h 
i t c h or t h e s e v e n - m a t c h 
d i t c h — e i t h e r w a y , L a w r i e 
M c M e n e m y b e l i e v e s 
S O U T H A M P T O N c a n n o v / 
s t a y i n c o n t e n t i o n f o r t h e 
F i r s t D i v i s i o n t i t l e . 

" T h e e ighth g a m e is the 
point when the flash-in-the-
pans start to fal l away," 
enthused the Sa ints boss after 
the 4—0 spanking of D E R B Y . 

T h e only fear McMenemy 
admits is t h a t shared by 
other managers—a crop of 
injuries to key players. 

B u t there is more class to 
th i s stylish, s incere Saints ' 

By JOHN DAVIES 
side t h a n t h e gold trio of 
Alan Ball, Mike Channon and 
Charlie George. 

There is the superb oppor­
tunism of Phi l Boyer, w h o 
notched a hat-trick against 
the luckless Rams. There is 
also the auick-silver ability of 
20-vear-old Steve Will iams. 

Derby skipper Roy McFar-
land sees a specialist today 
after suffering a recurrence 
of his old Achil les t endon 
injury. T h e club last n ight 
appointed former West B r o m 
manager Alan A s h m a n as 
chief scout. 

T R E V O R WHYMARK, 
w h o s e g o a l p o w e r c o u l d 
a d d c r u c i a l e x t r a i m p e t u s 
t o N O R W I C H ' S s u r p r i s e 
t i t l e c h a l l e n g e , i s t r a p p e d 
o n t h e s i d e l i n e s by F o o t ­
b a l l L e a g u e r e d t a p e . 

And, unless it is unravelled 
soon, he may walk away from 
the chance of glory in his 
nat ive East Angl ia and sign 
for Belg ian club Bruges. 

T h e former Ipswich star 
watched - Norwich fade after 
taking a two-goal lead through 
Just in F a s h a n u and Mart in 
Peters and only beat BOLTON 
2—1. 

By PHILIP OSBORN 

Whymark has agreed t. 
jpin Norwich but the League 
have so far blocked manage 
J o h n Bond's efforts to sigi 
h im. 

First . a loan deal w a 
rejected — Norwich ahead: 
have a max imum two player 
(Kevin Kee lan and J o h i 
Ryan) on loan from the U.£ 
— t h e n a £25,000 transfer fc: 
through w h e n t h e Leagu 
ruled that Whymark could no 
rejoin Vancouver next Marcl 

N o w N o r w i c h h o p e t h e solv 
t i o n w i l l b e t o a r r a n g e a " fre 
t r a n s f e r " f o r K e e l a n . 

CAMBRIDGE m a n a g e r J o h n D o c h e r t y p l a c e d t h e b l a m e 
f o r t h e CHELSx^A f a n s - i n v a s i o n of t h e p i t c h w i t h t h e 
L o n d o n c l u b . 

T h e invasion delayed the start of the match which Chelsea 

a S T R O N G words from 
m a n a g e r Graham Taylor 
after WATFOKD'S second 

NOW A LOOK A T DIVISION TWO ' 

GILLARD'S 
DAY OF 

won 1—0 and Docherty said 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Invite applications for th"e 
position of Team Manager. 
Please write to the Chair­
man, Chelsea F.C., Fulham 
Road, London, SW6 1HS. 
AH applications will be 
treated in strictest confi­
dence. 

afterwards : " T h e invasion is 
Chelsea's responsibiUty." 

B u t D o c h e r t y w a s d i s a p p o i n ­
t e d a b o u t t h e r e s u l t w h i c h 
m u s t h a v e b o o s t e d Geoff 
H u r s t ' s h o p e s of a p e r m a n e n t 
p l a c e In t h e m a n a g e r ' s c h a i r 
a t S t a m f o r d B r i d g e . 

H u r s t c r i t i c i s e d h i s t e a m for 
a " s l o p p y " first hal f , b u t 
a f t e r h i s v i g o r o u s h a l f - t i m e 
t a l k h e w a s m o r e p l e a s e d . 

" T h e y p r o v e d t h e y c o u l d 
b a t t l e a n d p ! s y f o o t b a l l . " h e 
s a i d . " I d o n o t w a n t to d i s r u p t 
t h e t e a m t o o m u c h . 

" While w e h a v e t h r e e o r 
f o u r y o u n g e r p l a y e r s c o m i n g 
a l o n g w o w a n t t o find a 
c o n s i s t e n c y i n s e l e c t i o n , p l u s 
t h e t y p e o f p e r f o r m a n c e w h i c h 
o f t e n h a s n o t b e e n a s g o o d 
a s w e w o u l d h a v e l i k e d . " 

E v e n so , G a r y T h o m p s o n ' s 
8 3 r d m i n u t e g o a l w a s e n o u g h 
t o a d d a s e c o n d w i n i n a r o w 
a f t e r W a t f o r d ' s d e f e a t a t 
S t a m f o r d B r i d g e . 

after WATFOKD'S second n n r M 3 rnT TT> 17 
win in Divis ion Two, 2—1 I 17X1 I U JTiXli 
over CHARLTON : ^ 

" I f I h a d n o t b e e n t h e 
m a n a g e r I w o u l d h a v e l e f t a t 
h a l f t i m e , " T a y l o r s a i d . " I 
t h o u g h t t h e g a m e w a s l o u s y . 
T h e r e w a s n o t h i n g t h e r e . . . 
b u t I a m v e r y p l e a s e d w e w o n . " 

A d i s p u t e d g o a l b y l a n k y 
R o s s J e n k i n s i n t h e 6 4 t h - m l n u t e 
w a s t h e d e c i d e r . H e . g o t h i s 
h e a d t o s u b K e i t h M e r c e r ' s 
s h o t t o l e a v e k e e p e r N i c k y 
J o h n s f l y i n g t h e w r o n g w a y . 

C h a r l t o n m a n a g e r A n d y 
N e l s o n w a s s u r e J e n k i n s w a s 
of f s ide . " H e w a s . s t a n d i n g o n 
t h e l i n e w h e n h e h e a d e d i t i n , " 
h e s a i d . 

N e l s o n t h o u g h t C h a r l t o n h a d 
d o n e e n o u g h t o d r a w . F e w 
w o u l d d i s a g r e e . T h e y o u t p l a y e d 
a d i s j o i n t e d V / a t f o r d f o r h a l f 
a n h o u r . T h e n I t a l l w e n t 
w r o n g . 

I a n B o l t o n ' s n e n a 1 1 y, 
e q u a l i s e d P e t e r S h a w ' s fine 
b a c k - h e a d e r a n d J o h n s ' f a i l u r e 
t o h o l d a Ro l l er J o s l y n s h o t 
s e t u p J e n k i n s ' w i n n e r . 

IAN G l I X A R D w a s s e t u p f o r 
a n a f t e r n o o n o f t o r t u r e t h e 
m o m e n t h e w a s b o o k e d — o n l y 
e i g h t m i n u t e s i n t o t h e g a m e — 
f o r t i m e - w a s t i n g a t a QPR 
t h r o w - i n . 

O I J D H A M m a n a g e r J i m m y 
VTHKCU c o t w o r d t o v.inffer 
P a u l R e a t o i i t o " t r y t o r u n 
l U m s i l l y " — w i t Ji t w i n 
ob . i ce t ivcs . 

" E i t h e r G i l l a r d w o u l d c o m ­
m i t a b a d f o u l , l e a v i n g t h e 
re feree n o o p t i o n b u t t o s e n d 
h i m off. or h e w o u l d c n t c k 
unf ler t h e s t r a i n of t h a t ear ly 
bnnkinir," s a i d F r i z z c l l . 

T h e p l o y d i d n ' t w o r k . G l l l a r a 
t u r n e d i n a b r i l l i a n t p e r f o r m ­
a n c e , b u t nianaffer T o m m y 
Doc'herty r e v e a l e d : " T h e l a d 
was in t e a r s a t h a l f t i m e — 
w i t h Kooil r e a s o n . " 

VVitli £ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 T o n y C u r r i e 
s t i l l carryinK a n a n k l e i n j u r y 
— h e w a s s u b s t i t u t e d a f t e r 0 3 
n i i n n t o s — t h e i»', ,tch e n d e d ' a s 
a dreary 0 — 0 draw. 

L U T O N ' S p r o m o t i o n o d d s 
m u s t s h o r t e n a f t e r a s m o o t h 
3—1 w i n t h a t p u t t h e m w i t h ­
i n a p o i n t o f S e c o n d D i v i s i o n 
l e a d e r s N e w c a s t l e a n d w r e c k e d 
FULHAM'S u n b e a t e n h o m e 
L e a g u e r e c o r d . 

M a n a g e r D a v i d P l e a t s a i d : 
" T h e p l a y e r s a r e w o r k i n g w e l l 
f o r e a c h o t h e r . T h e r e i s c o n ­
fidence a l l t h r o u g h t h e s i d e 
a n d n o p a n i c w h e n w e a r e 
u n d e r p r e s s u r e . " 

P u l h a m b a s s B o b b y C a m p ­
b e l l saic" : " I a m n o t t o o 
u n h a p p y o v e r l o s i n g . I w a s 
d i s a p p o i n t e d f o r o u r f a n s , b u t 
d o n ' t w r i t e u s off y e t . I f w e 
c a n b e a t W r e x h a m h e r e o n 
S a t u r d a y w e are b a c k i n 
b u s i n e s s . " 

L u t o n ' s D a v i d M o s s , n o w 
w i t h e i g h t g o a l s ( f o u r p e n a l ­
t i e s ) s c o r e d f r o m t h o s p o t 
a f t e r five m i n u t e s . 

R i c k y H i U I n c r e a s e d t h e 

l e a d 10 m i n u t e s a f t e r h a l f t i m 
F u l h a m g o t a p e n a l t y g o a l fro! 
K e v i n L o o k a n d B o b H a t t o n g-
L u t o n ' s t h i r d . 

B ORIENT, beaten 1 - 0 i 
S H R E W S B U R Y and wit 

only a bleak four draws i 
their credit, are now bottor 
sharing the spot wi th Burnle 

S t e v e B i g g i n s s c o r e d a f t e r ! 
m i n u t e s o f a l m o s t t o t t 
S h r e w s b u r y d o m i n a t i o n . 

O r i e n t , w i t h o n l y t w o o: 
t a r g e t s h o t s , l e f t m a n a g 
J i m m y B l o o m f l e l d w i t 
p r o b l e m s . 

J o e M a y o w a s b o o k e d f o r 
f o u l . 

S h r e w s b u r y p l a y e r - m a n a g 
G r n h a m T u r n e r , t h o u i 
p l e a s e d w i t h t h i s s l e n d e r w l 
s o u n d e d t h i s n o t e o f c a u t i o i 

" I t ' s a l o n g s e a s o n ai 
w e ' v e . lust erot t o m a k e s u 
t h a t "ve d o n ' t go s t r a i g h t d o \ 
a g a i n , a s o t h e r s h a v e d o n e . 


